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Christ Church Düsseldorf
The Revd Stephen Walton, Chaplain
Mulvany House, Rotterdamer Strasse 135, 40474, Düsseldorf, Germany
Telephone: 044 211 452 759
email: chaplain@christchurch.de. website: www.christchurchanglican.de

To:
Safeguarding Officer
Powerhouse & Fusion Coordinator
Music director
Churchwardens
Church council
Powerhouse leaders and assistants
Fusion leaders and assistants
Sidespersons

7th February 2018

Dear brothers and sisters,	

as a Church, we are committed to sharing the good news of Christ with all people, including children and young people. Sadly, in recent years the witness of all churches has been tarnished as a number of cases have come to light where children and vulnerable adults have been abused by people who claimed to be Christians, and whom they should have been able to trust. Churches, because they want to be friendly, welcoming places, and because they are in great need of volunteers, are very vulnerable to exploitation by devious and wicked people. This is why “safeguarding” has become such a major issue. I know that this is a topic on which people have very strong opinions, and that many feel that the approach of the diocese in Europe has been too heavy-handed. But we do have a duty to do all in our power to protect children and others from abuse: I believe that both as a pastor, the father of some of the children in this church, and someone who has worked with victims of sexual abuse.

For this reason, the diocese in Europe requires all those who work with children, lead worship, or are positions of authority and responsibility in the chaplaincy to be trained in safeguarding. The level 1 training can be completed online, in less than an hour, at http://europe.anglican.org/safeguarding/online-training. I know that many of you have already done this, and I would urge everyone to do so; please let me know if you have problems logging in.

I am pleased to say that we also have a safeguarding training day arranged on Saturday 24th February. The trainer is Douglas Robinson, whom many of you will remember from when he preached here during the summer. You will find a timetable for the day at the end of this letter. Those who need to be there are:
Morning Only: Powerhouse leaders and assistants, Fusion leaders and assistants, Sidespersons.
Morning and Afternoon: the Chaplain, Churchwardens, council members, Safeguarding Officer, Powerhouse and Fusion coordinator, Music Director. 

Given the number of people who need to be there, I realise that this will not be possible for everyone. We hope to arrange a second day later in the year, so that everyone can complete the training. But can I ask you to make this a priority, and to be there if at all possible? Please reply to this letter by email to chaplain@christchurch.de, (and copy to Mark Wilkins), and let me know if you will be there or not. Thank you for your cooperation, and for all that you do to serve our children and young people, and to support the minsitry of Christ Church.

Yours in Christ,

Stephen Walton
Chaplain, Christ Church Düsseldorf
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TIMETABLE

09.45 Worship and prayer

10.00-11.00 Morning Session 1

11.00-11.20 Coffee break

11.20-13.00 Morning Session 2

13.00-13.45 Lunch

13.45-15.30 Afternoon Session 1

15.45 Coffee break

16.00-17.00 Afternoon Session 2
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